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Kenora District Law Association 

In March of 2013 KDLA convened a CPD Commi�ee comprised of Karen 

Seeley, Sharon Scharfe, The Honourable E. W. Stach, and Elaine Bright.  

At the first mee,ng, the Commi�ee decided to conduct a survey to ex-

plore the interests of members in having local CPD events.  

We sent the survey to both KDLA members and members of the Rainy 

River Law Associa,on. The response rate to the survey was tremendous 

– 26 members took the ,me to give us their input. All of the respond-

ents indicated that they would like to be able to complete some (18 re-

spondents) or all (8 respondents) of their annual CPD requirements 

through local, in-person programming.  

The preferred ,mes for CPD programs were: 

•  One hour lunch events 

•  Weekday a:ernoon events 

•  One or two full days during the week 

In terms of speakers, most respondents wanted to see a mixture of local 

and outside experts.  

The topics of most interest were Wills and Estates, Criminal, Real Estate, 

Corporate/Commercial, Family and Aboriginal.  

The CPD Commi�ee is using those results to design a full year of local 

CPD programming comprising a series of one-hour lunch events (stay 

tuned for these star,ng in September), occasional a:ernoon events 

such as the Iacobucci Panel session, and the first Annual Fall CPD Confer-

ence. 

The Fall Conference will be held at the Best Western, Kenora. Program-

ming will comprise a full day on Thursday, September 26, 2013 and a 

half day on Friday, September 27. There will be two parallel streams of 

sessions with one stream comprising Criminal, Aboriginal and Family, 

and the other comprising Wills & Estates, Corporate/Commercial and 

Real Estate. Program speakers and content are being finalized and will 

be distributed in the next few weeks. 

This program will be exci,ng! We promise an engaging Luncheon Speak-

er, interes,ng outside perspec,ves and topics that are current, prac,cal 

and thought-provoking. And at the end of the first day, the Bar at the 

top of the hotel has been reserved for our private Cocktail Hour. If you 

haven't blocked those days off yet, make sure you do, and we hope to 

see you there!  

KDLA Announces First Annual 

Fall CPD Conference 
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JUSTICE  LAFORME TALKS ABOUT “IDLE NO MORE” 

The following is reprinted 

with permission from the 

May 2013 Newsle�er of 

the OBA Aboriginal Law 

Sec"on. The full text of the 

interview, and the notes 

prepared for Jus"ce La-

Forme’s speech, are availa-

ble on the OBA website. 

On Thursday, February 7, 

2013, following his address 

to the Aboriginal Law Sec-

,on at the OBA Ins,tute in 

Toronto, Jus,ce Harry La-

Forme kindly sat down with 

Julie Jai (sec,on chair), and 

Richard Ogden (newsle�er 

co-editor), and answered 

some ques,ons arising from 

his speech, “Rese�ng the 

Aboriginal Canadian Rela-

�onship – Musings on Rec-

oncilia�on” 

Here are a few noteworthy 

excerpts from the inter-

view: 

Richard:  During your 

speech, you referred to 

Pon,ac’s Uprising (1763-

1764) as reseGng the poli,-

cal rela,onship.  And I pre-

sume that you refer to that 

in the context of the Idle No 

More movement and you’re 

talking about the limita,ons 

of the law.  Is poli,cal pres-

sure the only means of re-

seGng the current rela,on-

ship? 

LaForme, J.:  No, but what I 

think Idle No More is trying 

to do is educate the public.  

You see, I’m a firm believ-

er that if the Canadian 

public at large knew this 

cycle of history that they 

would not oppose a shi: 

in policy, they would not 

oppose a new rela,on-

ship.  In 1982 we thought 

we could go back to first 

principle, of the contact, 

of the original intent.  We 

thought that we could 

design a way that Aborigi-

nal people could be self-

governing.  It didn’t work 

out because the First Min-

isters conferences that 

followed the patria,on of 

the Cons,tu,on just 

couldn’t do it.  That didn’t 

mean the process was 

wrong, it just meant that 

it couldn’t accomplish this 

in two years.  And so the 

process, I think, is s,ll 

there and it’s s,ll a good 

one. 

In the early ‘90’s I chaired 

an organiza,on called the 

Indian Commission of On-

tario.  I brought together 

ministers of both federal 

and provincial govern-

ments and chiefs, and we 

talked about issues like 

policing on reserves be-

cause the federal and 

provincial jurisdic,ons 

overlap and overlapping 

means “who pays?”, and 

“where does the money 

come from?”  You’d get 

these arguments all the 

,me: “well, it’s your re-

sponsibility Feds because 

of 91.24” and they’d say, 

“No, it’s yours because of 

Sec,on 92”.  But that did-

n’t mean that you didn’t 

make progress.  You did.  

You just had to keep at it 

and I know that a process 

like that works.  When 

you put Aboriginal peo-

ple, representa,ves of 

the province, and repre-

senta,ves of the federal 

government together and 

they all put their legisla-

,ve jurisdic,on in the 

middle of the table, 

you’ve got the totality of 

jurisdic,on in Canada.  

You could start divvying 

that out any way you 

wanted, and carving it up.  

There’s no reason the 

process can’t work.  I was 

part of the process, I 

chaired that process and I 

know it works.  It may not 

be a process that gives 

results that are fast and 

furious, but the results 

will come, and they can 

be graduated, they can 

accommodate communi-

,es that don’t have much 

ability to those who do 

have a lot of ability, like 

Six Na,ons. 

But When Canadians hear 

Idle No More and that 

we’ve got to reset the 

rela,onship, Canadians 

(Continued on page 3) 

“There’s no reason the process 

can’t work.  I was part of the 

process, I chaired that process 

and I know it works.  It may not 

be a process that gives results 

that are fast and furious, but the 

results will come….” 
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don’t know what that 

means.  They don’t know 

what the original inten,on of 

the se�lement of this territo-

ry was.  We’re not educa,ng 

Canadians enough about 

“this was the beginning, this 

is where we went off track, 

and this is how we can get 

back on track. 

Julie:  So you’re op,mis,c 

about the “Idle No More” 

movement? 

LaForme J.:  I’m op,mis,c 

about what the Idle No More 

movement is about and 

what it talks about because 

it’s a subject that’s near and 

dear to my heart which is, 

let’s reset the rela,onship.  

You know, we’re here and 

this is not where we meant 

to be.  You know, we never 

signed a treaty because one 

of these days we wanted to 

be the complete and u�er 

responsibility of the federal 

government; that we wanted 

to be treated like children 

and people with mental inca-

paci,es.  That’s not what we 

wanted.  That was never the 

inten,on.  And yet, here we 

are. Here we are.  And so, 

people talk about all this leg-

isla,on going through about 

Aboriginal people.  You’re 

right.  I get offended when I 

sit in an audience and listen 

about that.  How would you 

feel?  If they said, “Okay, 

we’ve got six pieces of legis-

la,on to deal with young 

men who have blue eyes 

and wear airplane 

cufflinks”?  Six pieces of leg-

isla,on.  Sit there and won-

der what the hell did I be-

come or how did I get here?  

I know I find it very offen-

sive. 

Julie:  Do you have any final 

words? 

LaForme J.:  I am the eternal 

op,mist…but things like 

equal marriage make me 

posi,ve because before that 

decision, something like a 

majority of the popula,on 

disapproved.  Now a majori-

ty of the popula,on won-

der,  ”What? Why didn’t we 

do this sooner?  Of course 

it’s right.” 

And so that’s why Idle No 

More is so important, be-

cause their solu,on is the 

correct one.  They’re saying: 

“This wasn’t the original 

intent, there was a break-

down in the rela,onship, 

and we are here.” 

And if Canadians knew that, 

and if they knew what we 

are talking about when we 

say, “You broke the trea-

ty.”….It’s not that you broke 

the treaty because you 

wouldn’t let me catch a 

perch out of season. They’re 

talking about the big picture 

and that is, you promised us 

equality and respect and 

joint accommoda,on.  We 

promised each other that.  

And what did we do?  We 

ended up as wards of the 

state.  Now I think if the Ca-

nadian people knew that, 

they would embrace the 

change and say, “Of course 

these people are right, they 

need to change this.  And 

besides which we want to 

honour what we originally 

intended here.  And if we 

can do it, let’s do it.”  And I 

think we can do it. 

Julie:  Well, thank you very 

much, Jus,ce LaForme.  This 

has been a really interes,ng 

dialogue.  I hope we can 

con,nue in some way. 

LaForme, J:  Sure!  My 

pleasure. 

“IDLE NO MORE” Continued 

LIFE JACKETS 

It’s boating season, and I 

know that all of you are 

practicing safe, responsible 

boating, including the use 

of life jackets or PFD’s. Did 

you know that the first pa-

tent for a life jacket was is-

sued to Dr. John Wilkinson 

in 1765. Dr. Wilkinson’s de-

sign consisted of a canvas 

vest to which cork blocks 

were stitched. 

“And so that’s why Idle No 

More is so important, because 

their solu,on is the correct 

one.  They’re saying: “This 

wasn’t the original intent, 

there was a breakdown in the 

rela,onship, and we are 

here.” 
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CPD CREDITS 

Finding it difficult to a�end enough CPD sessions to earn your hours? 

Did you know that you can earn CPD hours by wri,ng an ar,cle on a law-related topic?  

Why not share your exper,se with your colleagues by contribu,ng an ar,cle to KDLA’s 

next newsle�er, due out in September?  Check out the Law Society’s website for fur-

ther details.  h�p://www.lsuc.on.ca/For-Lawyers/Improve-Your-Prac,ce/Educa,on/

Eligible-Educa,onal-Ac,vi,es-for-CPD/ 

Other Eligible Ac,vi,es 

• Par,cipa,on as a registrant in a college, university or other designated educa,onal 

ins,tu,on program, including interac,ve distance educa,on 

• Teaching (to a maximum of 6 hours per year). Actual teaching ,me will be mul,-

plied by a factor of 3 to reflect prepara,on ,me 

• Ac,ng as a judge or coach in a moo,ng compe,,on at the law school level 

• Ac,ng as an Ar,cling Principal or mentoring or being mentored or supervising a 

paralegal field placement (to a maximum of 6 hours per year) 

• Wri,ng and edi,ng books or ar,cles with or without a co-author (to a maximum 

of 6 hours per year) 

• Par,cipa,on in study groups of 2 or more colleagues 

• Educa,onal components of bar and law associa,on mee,ngs 

Eligible ac,vi,es will not be limited to subject ma�er dealing primarily with the prac-

,ce of Ontario or Canadian law. Subject ma�er related to the law of other provinces 

and countries and non-legal subjects will be eligible if relevant to the lawyer’s or para-

legal's prac,ce and development as a prac,,oner. 

Mercedes Gallik is our new Summer Experience Student 

that will be helping out in the Crown A�orney’s 

Office.  She recently graduated from St. Thomas Aquinas 

high school and is now enrolled at Confedera,on College, 

taking her first year in the Social Worker Program but 

wishes to further her educa,on in Thunder Bay in the 

near future. 

SUMMER STUDENTS 

As I was reading about the flooding in Calgary, I came across an interesting tidbit.  Part of 

the contingency plan for dealing with a catastrophic event at the Calgary zoo 

includes relocating the big cats to the cells at the city courthouse.  Just imagine 

our cell area inhabited by lions and tigers! 



 

Your Law Library 

 

Maria Berezowski 
Librarian 

 

PHONE:  

807-468-9335 

 

TOLL FREE 

1-866-684-1164 

 

FAX: 

807-468-1758 

 

E-MAIL: 

lawlib@kmts.ca 

HOURS: 

 

Monday, Tuesday, 

Wednesday 

8:30am-3:30pm 

Thursday 

8:30am-12 noon 

 

NEW BOOKS 

◊ Canadian human rights law and 

commentary (Corbe�) – 2
nd

 ed 

◊ Consolidated Ontario estate stat-

utes and regula,ons 

◊ Handbook on statutory  interpreta-

,on (Beaulac) 

◊ Impaired driving and breathalyzer 

law (Hamilton) 

◊ Introduc,on to contracts 

(MacDougall) – 2
nd

 ed. 

◊ Law of bankruptcy and insolvency in 

Canada (LL) 

◊ The Law of the Canadian cons,tu-

,on (Regimbald & Newman) 

◊ The Law of inves,ga,ve deten,on 

(Fiszauf) – 2
nd

 ed. 

◊ The Law’s treatment of youth and 

BOOK = Best Organization Of Knowledge 

children (Wilson)  

◊ Ontario estate administra,on 

(Rintoul) – 6
th

 ed.  

◊ Ontario lawyer’s phone book 2013 

◊ Ontario li,gator’s guide to evidence 

(Morton) – 5
th

 ed 

◊ Prac,ce law in the cloud (Whelan) 

◊ Repair and storage liens act: a prac-

,cal guide (Haber) 

◊ The Sale of a business (Babe) -  9
th

 

ed. 

◊ Understanding personal infor-

ma,on: managing privacy risks 

(Gra�on) 

 

NEW CLE  

From LSUC 

◊ 2
nd

 Annual civil li,ga,on summit 

◊ 3
rd

 Annual in-house counsel summit 

◊ 7
th

 Annual family law summit 

◊ 10
th

 Annual real estate law summit  

◊ Best prac,ces for passing of ac-

counts applica,on by fiduciaries, 

◊ The Complete guide to search war-

rants 

◊ Complex commercial li,ga,on 

ma�ers 

◊ Criminal Law: prac,ce essen,als 

2013 

◊ Entertainment and media law sym-

posium 

◊ Landlord and tenant issues for para-

legals 

◊ The Oatley McLeish guide to motor 

vehicle li,ga,on 

◊ Property issues in family law 

◊ Six-minute business lawyer 2013 

◊ Six-minute employment lawyer 

2013 

From OBA 

◊ Evidence and the art of persuasion 

(Criminal Jus,ce) 

◊ The Duty to consult and beyond: hot 

topics, prac,cal ,ps and piWalls to 

avoid for Aboriginal law prac,,on-

ers 

◊ Effec,ve Examina,ons: things they 

never told us (Civil li,ga,on) 

◊ Hot topics, ,ps, and tac,cs to build 

your construc,on law toolkit 

◊ Real estate step-by-step series: re-

sale transac,ons 

◊ Rural, recrea,onal property transac-

,ons: unique considera,ons for 

bullet proof transac,ons 

A flotilla of canoes glides by my window as students take in some end of year 

activities. 

A VIEW FROM MY WINDOW 


