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     The Federation of Ontario Law Associations (FOLA) held its Fall 2018
Plenary in Waterloo, Ontario from November 7th to November 9th. 
     Kirsi Ralko (KDLA Vice President) attended on behalf of the Kenora
District Law Association. 
     The theme of the plenary presentations was mental health and wellness in
the legal profession.  The Law Society of Ontario also sought input from
attendees on their experiences providing limited scope legal services or “legal
coaching”. 
     Following the regular agenda on November 8th, there was an informal
meeting of the FOLA Northern Caucus arranged by Aaron Denhartog, Public
Affairs Advisor for the Law Society of Ontario.  Representatives from Kenora,
Rainy River, Thunder Bay, Timmins, North Bay, Manitoulin District, Sault Ste.
Marie and New Liskard discussed issues specific to Northern Ontario law
firms.  A common issue noted across the region was lawyer recruitment and
retention in rural areas. 
     If anyone would like to contribute to the discussion with Mr. Denhartog, he
can be reached at adenhart@lso.ca. 
     One highlight of the plenary was lunch with The Honourable Caroline
Mulroney, Attorney General for Ontario.  FOLA delegates had the opportunity
to speak to her about pressing issues within Ontario’s judicial system,
including the need to improve the availability of Legal Aid funding for clients. 

FOLA Fall Plenary

Kirsi Ralko with the Honourable
Caroline Mulroney, Attorney

General for Ontario.  .



BY  PETER  K IRBY

This October, my wife Darlene and I went on a Magna Carta railway trip through England. We visited

cathedral cities having some connection to Magna Carta, including Salisbury, Worcester, Leicester

and Durham. 

 

Magna Carta is, perhaps, the pre-eminent touchstone for any talk about human rights and is the

foundation of the constitution of the United States and seventeen of its states. 

We ended our tour in Runnymede and Westminster. Runnymede (June, 1215) is where Magna Carta

was born, where rebel barons and King John’s team of negotiators met to hammer out an agreement

to end a civil war (the war continued). 

 

Life imitates art as SALISBURY has become the setting for someone to write a second Agatha

Christie, eponymously named, crime story. It is hard to imagine that such a quiet place as Salisbury

was the scene of an attempted assassination, by nerve agent, of a former Russian spy and his

daughter and, just recently, of an attempt to steal or destroy (murder) the cathedral’s Magna Carta—

one of four 1215 originals. 

 

John is buried in WORCESTER cathedral, and not in Westminster Abbey or St. George’s chapel,

Windsor like other monarchs,  But unlike the more celebrated Henry VII, John has a tomb. John was

originally below ground with an effigy—colourfully painted—surmounted by golden hoops along its

length. A couple of hundred years later, John was disinterred and his remains placed in a tomb

raised above the cathedral floor. The stone effigy, though damaged (the nose is broken), remains. In

the photo below  a lion bites the tip of John’s drawn sword—reflecting John’s reputation as a failed

commander-in-chief. 

 

LINCOLN’S castle, beside the cathedral, houses another Magna Carta original and was home to a

large Victorian-era prison where the “separate system” was, for a time, employed. Prisoners were shut

off from contact (think solitary confinement) with other prisoners and given intense religious

instruction.  Even the room for religious instruction has cubicles which prevented prisoners from

socializing.                                                                                               CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE 

 

 

 

. 

In Search of the Magna Carta

Detail of King John's Tomb in Worcester Cathedral. Cubicles in the religous instruction room.
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Finally, we bus our way to the high point of our pilgrimage—the reeds of RUNNYMEDE. We bus our

way from Windsor, alight at the Bells of Ouzeley tavern and walk to a plain which is bounded by the

Thames and motorway and Cooper’s Hill. 

 

There are several memorials here—one to John F. Kennedy; a gazebo raised by the American Bar

Association in honour of Magna Carta; a sandstone roundhouse, Writ in Water, enclosing a pool

reflecting the words of the most famous provision of the Charter, Clause 39, which proclaims that no

free man shall be imprisoned or “in any other way ruined except by the legal judgment of his peers

or by the law of the land”; and "The Jurors", 12 chairs in bronze, front and backs sculpted with

depictions of scenes and people emblematic of the struggles for human rights and justice, including

refugees; Lillie Lenton, a suffragette; Phillis Wheatley, the first African-American woman to be

published in the United States; a charkha, or portable spinning wheel— a symbol of Ghandi’s fight for

independence for India; a blind persons union march in the 1920’s; and the Exxon Valdez—a

reminder of struggles for environmental rights and protection. 

 

Back in London, we pay a visit to TEMPLE CHURCH home to the templars, soldier-monks who

protected pilgrims on the way to the Holy Land during the crusades, and now home to two societies

of lawyers—the Inner and Middle Temples. The church was one of John’s headquarters preceding the

negotiations at Runnymede. There is a display along the west wall of this circular church relating the

history of human rights.  

 

“Crazy as crackers”, our last stop is WESTMINSTER—the seat of government. Member of Parliament,

Siobhain McDonagh is our guide. As we wait to take our seat in the Visitor’s Gallery for the Prime

Minister’s Question Period, we are treated to the spectacle of the Sergeant-at-Arms carrying the

mace, accompanied by the Speaker of the House and a police inspector who enter a central lobby,

where the inspector shouts out, “hats off strangers”, and then all pivot, turn right and continue to the

door of the Commons. Later, from our perch in the gallery, we are amused as Speaker, John Bercow,

drawls out the names of those he recognizes and to whom he gives the floor to question the Theresa

May, as in, “Jeremy Corbin.”  

Peter Kirby at Runnymede, birthplace of the
Magna carta

The Jurors sculpture at Runnymede.



T h e  E x e c u t i v e  a n d  s t a f f  o f  t h e  D i s t r i c t  o f

K e n o r a   L a w  A s s o c i a t i o n     

W i s h  t o  e x t e n d  H o l i d a y  G r e e t i n g s  

T o  a l l  M e m b e r s  o f  t h e  B a r ,  t h e  J u d i c i a r y

a n d  t h e  C o u r t h o u s e  S t a f f .  

HAPPY 

HOLIDAYS!

A View from my Window

The buildings across the bay shine like gold in the early morning
sun, and mist rises from the water on November 13.  A few days

later the bay was covered with ice.

AGM 2019 
The 2019 AGM of the 

District of Kenora Law 

Association will be held on 

Friday, March 29 in 

Kenora.  Exact time and 

location to be determined.



Members of the KDLA and the Kenora community came out on
October 12th to an open house at Major Sobiski Moffatt to help the

firm celebrate the completion of their office renovations at the
Cameron House, located at 1 Seventh Street South.  

Pictured from left to right are Travis Moffatt, Paloma Corrin, Yana
Sobiski, Luke Hildebrand, Whitney Van Belleghem and Will Major.

 Missing from the picture is Henrik Akerlund.

Major Sobiski Moffat Open 

House

After careful consideration of the time
and travel commitments, I am pleased
to announce that I will be running for

Bencher in the 2019 elections.  I
believe my background and experience
will allow me to contribute to a number
of key ongoing discussions at the Law

Society of Ontario, and I bring a
perspective that I believe is currently

limited in Convocation.  Most know that
I have been vocal about appropriate

support and funding of Library systems
as I believe these are fundamental to

proper training of new lawyers, and for
the continued professional

development of all.  I also stand for
LSO governance reform, fiscal

responsibility, and protections and
supports for solo and small firms, who
provide the majority of legal service

across the province.  I would be
pleased to have your support when

elections open April 2019.  If you have
a question, comment, or simply want to

vent about the LSO, I am happy to
speak with you.  I can be reached at
807-468-9831 or csiran@hsllaw.ca.

Cheryl Siran to Run for
Bencher in 2019



Wills Registry for Ontario

We’re pleased to announce that WillCheck.ca, a Wills

Registry for Ontario, is now open for use by lawyers across

the province! 

Through Will Check, lawyers can deposit the location

information about wills they create for their clients. In the

future, this information stored with Will Check will assist in

easier access for trustees and testators. 

In summary: 

• Will Check is a wills registry to store the location

information for wills (not the wills themselves). 

• Will Search requests, if successful, will return the contact

information of the lawyer who holds or who drafted the will. 

• Requests and submissions can only be made by members of

the LSO. 

• Will Check provides a sample release to get client approval

for registering their will information. 

• There are currently no fees to register or search for will

information. 

Will Check is curated by the County of Carleton Law

Association, funded in part by the Federation of Law

Associations (FOLA). 

Check it out at https://willcheck.ca/ 

W I L L  C H E C K  
The Ontario Courthouse Libraries

Association (OCLA) is excited to roll-out

our new mobile-device-friendly site. The

new website is designed to be a lawyer-

centric portal to the County and District

Law Libraries in the province. We’ve

packaged the individual law library

profiles into one convenient site,

offering an easy-to-digest overview of

the information, and services being

offered. Some of the features include: 

 

•  Highly visible quick link icons to

contact information, location-based

mapping, weather, and Association

websites. 

•  Quick catalogue access to diverse

resources, directly from the home page. 

•  A persistent header with a drop-down

menu for easy navigation by Association

or city. 

•   Find information about hours, access,

electronic resources, parking, robing

rooms, lounge facilities, value added

extras, and more. 

Enhance your travel experience to

another jurisdiction by visiting

http://oclanet.com/webapp/ 

Introducing the
OCLA App.

https://www.willcheck.ca/
http://oclanet.com/webapp/
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NEW BOOKS 
Aboriginal Law Handbook (Townshend) 5th ed 
Aboriginal Legal Issues: Cases, Materials & Commentary (Borrows &
Rotman) 5th ed. 
2019 Annotated Divorce Act (MacDonald & Wilton) 
2019 Annotated Ontario Building Code Act (Mascarin & Levitt) 
2018 Annotated Ontario Highway Traffic Act (Segal) 
2018 Annotated Ontario Provincial Offences Act (Segal & Libman) 
Assisted Death: Legal, Social, & Ethical Issues after Carter (Ross, ed.) 
Canadian Contract Law (Swan et al) 4th ed. 
Canadian Law of Mortgages (Roach) 3rd ed. 
Canadian Tort Law (Linden et al) 11th ed. 
Cannabis in the Workplace (Gilmore) 
Cannbis Law (MacFarlane et al) 
2018-19 Consolidated Ontario Faily Law Statutes and Regulations
(Siegel) 
Evidence: Principles & Problems (Delisle et al) 12th ed 
The Family Dispute Resolution Handbook  (Landau et al) 6th ed. 
Guide to the Canadian Environmental Assessment Act 2019 (Northey) 
A Guide to Canadian Money Laundering Legislations (Abudulai) 5th ed. 
A Guide to Practice & Procedure in the Ontario Small Claims Court
(Martel)  
Impaired Driving Driving and Other Criminal Code Driving Offences
(Jokinen & Keen) 
Issues in Criminal Triasl & Summary Appeal Law (Karimjee) 2nd ed. 
The Justice of the Peace in Ontario: Practice and Procedure (Kowarsky) 
The Law of ADR in Canada: an Introductory Guide (Glaholt &
Rotterdam) 2nd ed. 
Liquor Laws of Canada (Bourgeois & Slater) 
Modern First Nations Legislation Annotated 2019 (Beynon et al) 
Ontario Family Law Practice 2019 (Steinberg et al) 
Ontario Landlord & Tenant Law Practice 2019 (Fleming) 
Ontario Municipal Act & Commentary 2019 (Mascarin & Williams) 
Ontario Small Claims Court Practice 2019 (Zuker & Winny) 
PROOF: Canadian Rules of Evidence (Atkinson) 4th ed. 
Social Media and Internet Law: Forms & Precedents (Lomic) 2nd ed. 
Social Media and Privacy Law for Employers: Hiring, firing, and
managing reputation (Bocska) 
Sopinka & Gelowitz on the Conduct of an Appeal (Sopinka et al) 4th ed 
Support Rights & Obligations under Ontario Family Law (Halpern) 
The Trial of Sexual Offence Cases (Fuerst, Duckett & Hoskins)  2nd ed. 
Watson & McGowan’s Ontario Civil Practice 2019 
 
NEW CPD 
From LSO 
Administration of Estates 2018 (PRACTICE GEMS) 
19th Annual Employment Law Summit 
21st Annual Estates and Trusts Summit 
7th Annual Human Rights Summit 
Commercial Real Estate Transactions 2018 
Impaired and "Over 80" 2018 
Mortgage Enforcement Essentials 2018 (PRACTICE GEMS) 
The Six-Minute Debtor-Creditor and Insolvency Lawyer 2018 
The Six-Minute Environmental Lawyer 2018 
The Six-Minute Family Law Lawyer 2018 
The Six-Minute Real Estate Lawyer 2018 

Recent Library Acquisitions 


