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By now you have all been made aware of the cancellation of the semi-annual AGM which
was set to be held in Dryden on September 20, 2019. KDLA made the decision to cancel
the meeting and instead focus our efforts on adding value to our March AGM and
additional membership opportunities. 
 
A long running agenda item for executive meetings has been obtaining afterhours
courthouse access cards for all members in good standing. As many of you are aware, the
library has been in possession of four access cards that were available for signing out by
our members to allow access to the law library after hours. We have now been successful
in our application to the courthouse to allow each individual member to obtain their own
personal access card for the same purpose. In lieu of the funds saved by the cancellation
of the semi-annual AGM, the KDLA executive is offering to cover the initial cost of your
access card. If you would like an access card we ask that you please see Maria at the
library prior to December 15, 2019. 
 
We are also pleased to announce that, thanks to John Bilton, we have been put in contact
with Jonathan Rudin and are planning a speaking event for November 27, 2019 in Kenora.
Mr. Rudin is the Program Director of Aboriginal Legal Services based in Toronto and has
written and spoken widely on issues of Aboriginal justice. He co-wrote the Royal
Commission on Aboriginal Peoples’ Report on Justice – Bridging the Cultural Divide –
and was a member of the Research Advisory Committee of the Ipperwash Inquiry. Mr.
Rudin will be covering what he believes to be the issues at the forefront of Aboriginal
justice however, he would also like to get a sense of what issues are front and centre in
our region. If any members have specific local concerns that they would like to be
covered in the presentation, please forward same to Kim Mejia at kmejia@hsllaw.ca as
soon as possible.  
 
Finally, the KDLA AGM will be held in March 2020. We are in the midst of planning new
and exciting events (hopefully with CPD credit)! More information will follow as
arrangements are made. 

President's Message - Kim Mejia



 

 

The only way to deal with Bolshevism is to hit and hit it hard, every time it lifts its ugly head  

So said A.J. Andrews, a Winnipeg lawyer and leader of the Citizens’ Committee of 1000 (CC), the City’s business and

professional elite which harnessed the power of the state and the law to defeat the Winnipeg General Strike. 

On May 15, 1919, telephone operators, soon joined by over thirty thousand others, union and non-union workers, walked off

their jobs. Six weeks later, the strike ended in violence and its goals of obtaining union recognition and higher wages went

unfulfilled. 

 

In 1919, Winnipeg, a city of some 180,000, was literally a city divided. South of the CPR tracks lived the Anglo-Saxon members

of the CC in spacious houses equipped with indoor toilets, fronting paved and lit streets. To the north lived a largely immigrant

population in crowded houses with outdoor toilets, on muddy, unlit streets, where the noise and dust of neighbouring factories

and shops, were a constant reminder of both the workers’ livelihood and their source of grievance. 

These conditions helped the Spanish flu pandemic, the disease brought back to Winnipeg on the backs of soldiers at the end of

WWI. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Andrews decided that the only way to deal with the strike was to cut off its head. 

The CC pushed Arthur Meighen, MP for Portage La Prairie, acting Minister of Justice, and later, Prime Minister of Canada

(1920-21 and 1926). to accept that a conspiracy of bolsheviki was at work and to take emergency measures to break the strike.

Andrews, who became Meighen’s unofficial representative in the city, joined others to demand extreme measures. 

Banker, Albert Crossin, urged Meighen to expose the “damnable conspiracy”, and Justice Hugh McDonald wrote him that with a

campaign of fear and repression “the foreign element will soon be as gentle and as easily controlled as a lot of sheep.”    

However, Thomas Johnson, Manitoba’s Attorney-General, was not convinced there was sufficient evidence to lay charges of

seditious conspiracy. Undaunted, Andrews convinced Meighen to rush through Parliament amendments to the Immigration Act

and to allow Andrews to organize arrests and bring charges without the support of or intervention of Johnson. 

The first amendment expanded the class of undesirables who could be summarily deported. Just days later, not satisfied that

the amendments were broad enough, Andrews convinced Meighen to usher in another amendment which would allow the

government to deport British citizens, several of whom were strike leaders.  

He also persuaded the acting Minister of Justice to allow arrests under the Immigration Act. Andrews did not wait for

authorization to arrive from Ottawa. In addition, he organized the arrests to be made under the Criminal Code. Meighen did

nothing to correct his Winnipeg agent. 

 

Strike leaders were charged with conspiring to overthrow the government; Andrews, who was clearly aligned with the interests

of business owners, was to lead the prosecution.  

Joining him were other lawyers and members of the CC: James Coyne, Travers Sweatman and Isaac Pitblado—names which

continue to carry weight in the Winnipeg legal and business community.  

 

Pitblado had worked for A.J. Andrews and employed Travers Sweatman. He was the first chair of the Board of Governors of the

University of Manitoba, and a member of the Manitoba Club. During the strike his son volunteered to replace striking

firefighters. Travers Sweatman edited the CC’s propaganda sheet, the Winnipeg Citizen, and was president of the Canadian Bar

Association in 1934. James Coyne became a member of the Manitoba Court of Appeal in 1946. 

e private prosecution was funded by the federal government. 

The trials were a forum where pleas to protect freedom of speech and association, clashed with calls to preserve the rule of law,

quash anarchy and the spread of alien ideas.  

 

They were tense and dramatic. During the first, that of Robert Russell, Justice Thomas Metcalfe ruled against the defence at

every opportunity. Protesting rulings from the bench, one defence counsel walked out and another was ejected. Another of the

defence lawyers was Edward Bird. Bird had practiced in Kenora for a brief period of time, then moved to British Columbia. He is

famous for his attempt to stop the Canadian government refusing admission of East Indian immigrants who had travelled across

the Pacific on the Komagata Maru. 

 

 

B E N D I N G  T H E  R U L E  O F  L A W :   
T H E  W I N N I P E G  G E N E R A L  S T R I K E  

The telephone operators were the first to lay down their tools.

Submitted by Peter Kirby



Winnipeg General Strike - continued from previous page

Metcalfe’s family recall receiving death threats during the trial. The trial appears to have led to a deterioration in the judge’s

health; he died in 1922 at age fifty-two. When the judge was on his death bed, Russell refused the judge’s request to meet with

him. Russell later regretted his decision. 

 

On December 24, 1919, Russell was convicted and sentenced to two years in prison (Stony Mountain); however, in a show of

benevolence Justice Metcalfe allowed him to go home and spend Christmas day with his family. A final appeal to the Judicial

Committee of the Privy Council was rejected. Though Andrews arranged for jury pool members to be interviewed as to their

sympathies, Arthur Meighen was able to say that the conviction was registered by a jury “. . . of farmers after a long and fair trial

at the hands of a conscientious judge.”    Of the other strike leaders, one was acquitted, one convicted of nuisance, and the other

five of seditious conspiracy and sentenced to one year (served in Headingley Gaol). 

 

On a charge of sedition, Fred Dixon, who had previously defeated Andrews for a seat in the provincial legislature, represented

himself. Despite the trial judge instructing the jury that the evidence proving an “infamous conspiracy” was uncontradicted, the

jury acquitted.  

 

Charges were also brought against three returned soldiers; but did not proceed. To understand the range and opinion of forces

at play during the strike, it should be noted that large numbers of veterans, recently demobilized, supported the strike and it

was these supporters who, on June 19, 1919, led what was to be a silent protest which became known as Bloody Saturday.

Protestors overturned a streetcar and a the RNWP led an armed and mounted charge down Main Street. Two were killed and

unknown numbers injured. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Though the strike continued for another week, it was essentially over. 

Thanks in part to the immigration amendments engineered by A. J. Andrews, some arrested during the strike and at its close

were deported without having a hearing and in the decade following the strike the federal government stepped up its efforts to

deport, not only reformers, but those who might be—shades of  south of the border—a “public charge”. 

 

In light of this doleful account, one might ask whether the strike accomplished anything. There is not space here to attempt an

answer. However, the answer must include, the fact that several of the convicted strike leaders went on to serve in provincial

and federal legislatures, two, somewhat like Louis Riel, while serving their strike-related sentences. The answer must also

include the fact that two Royal Commissions, established in 1919, rejected the red scare narrative and supported workers’

claims, inter alia, to better wages, a shorter work week, the right to organize and collective bargaining—and foreshadowing

future developments—unemployment insurance and proportional representation. 

 

You can get a fuller answer to all your questions about the strike from Paul Moist, a Winnipeg Labour activist, who will be

speaking at Kenora’s Muse on October 29 at 6:30. 

 

Further Study: for a snapshot summary of the strike and the strike trials, see Kelly Anne Griffin, The 1919 Winnipeg General

Strike: six weeks of solidarity in the fight for workers’ rights (Library and Archives Canada Blog, June 13, 2019), accessed at

https://thediscoverblog.com/2019/06/13/the-1919-winnipeg-general-strike-six-weeks-of-solidarity-in-the-fight-for-workers-

rights/; and David Cuthbert, The Winnipeg General Strike trials: a new Co-Lab challenge (Library and Archives Canada Blog,

June 27, 2019), accessed at https://thediscoverblog.com/2019/06/27/the-winnipeg-general-strike-trials-a-new-co-lab-

challenge/; for a more detailed account of the lawyer-members of the Citizens’ Committee, see Citizens’ Committee of One

Thousand, accessed at http://1919strike.lib.umanitoba.ca/index.php/citizens-committee-of-one-thousand/ for a five part

podcast, see Muddied Waters (CBC, 2019), accessed at https://www.cbc.ca/player/play/ 1533527107754; for a short book see

Dennis Lewycky, Magnificent Fight (Fernwood Publishing, 2019); for a longer and much denser read, go to Reinhold Kramer and

Tom Mitchell, When the State Trembled: How A.J. Andrews and the Citizens' Committee Broke the Winnipeg General Strike

(University of Toronto Press, 2010); and for fictional accounts, see Margaret Sweatman, Fox (Turnstone Press, 1991, 2017) and

Harriet Zaidman, City on Strike (Red Deer Press, 2019).

Iconic picture of an overturned streetcar; a reconstructed model 
has been installed on Main St. as a memorial. 



MY NIGHTMARE WITH TRIP.COM
 

I do not consider myself either a naïve or unsophisticated traveler;
perhaps, because of this, I was not prepared for the nightmare of Trip.com,

as I had never encountered such a morass of ineptitude before.   
My friend and I had been planning a trip to southern France for well over

a year.  I found an amazing deal with West Jet, Paris to Toronto (via a stop-
over in Halifax) for $334.00 Cdn.  My friend booked her flight directly with
West Jet.  I could not find the flight on-line with West Jet, so I booked with
Trip.com – same flight, only with Trip.com as the  booking agent not West

Jet.   
When our trip was just over a month away my friend phoned to tell me
that her West Jet flight Paris to Toronto had been cancelled and she had

been switched to an Air France flight.  A few days later I contacted
Trip.com.  I fought with Trip.com from Monday, August 12 to Friday,
August 23 – a 12-day nightmare loop of emails, phone calls, and more

emails all to no avail.  I rarely received an email from the same person
twice.   

Day One (August 12) -  Once I confirmed with West Jet that the flight had
been cancelled and that the carrier was now Air France,  I contacted

Trip.com by email and phone.    
Day Two - Trip.com email: We are processing your request.  Day Three -
Trip.com email: We have no information about any changes.  Day Four –

Trim.com email:  Only the flight from Halifax to Toronto is confirmed; we
can contact the airline to try to change the flight.   

Next Trip.com email asks if I want to cancel my tickets as the flight Paris
to Halifax has been cancelled.  Followed by:  Your flight has been

rescheduled.   
Day Eight - Trip.com Email:  Your enquiry has been handled and you flight
date has been changed.   Day Nine - Trip.com email:  Sorry to inform you

that airlines rejected to give us the itinerary due to the ticket is not
changed by us.  

I called West Jet to explain the situation.  Because Trip.com was the
booking agent, West Jet could not be involved.  The agent at their Travel
Centre Support Line was very sympathetic but she could only deal with

travel agents, not passengers like me.  The West Jet agent said that she had
advised Trip.com agent on August 17 (Day 5) that the West Jet flight has
been cancelled and that their client (me) was not protected;  Trip.com as

the booking agent had to do the “schedule change process.”   
From my several calls, I figured out the people who answered the phones
could make no actual changes, they could only forward messages.  They

did have a team leader and a supervisor but I was never allowed to speak
to anyone else.  I also learned that their requests were sent to China where
agents did the actual changes or gave authorization.  One Trip.com person
said that she hoped that her email would go to someone who knew English.

  
Day Nine - Trip.com email: Please note that your ticket is not changed by
our agent. Another Trip.com email:  We would like to inform you that we

have submitted your request already.  
 

 
Submitted by Sallie Hunt

It is with great pleasure
that I announce the latest
addition at Dale Law
Professional Corporation-
Stephen Partridge.
 Stephen obtained his JD
from Osgood Hall in 2017
and his BA from York
University in 2010.  He
completed the Law
Practice Program (LPP)
with a placement at
criminal law firm Holder
Law in Toronto.   
   

His path towards
becoming a lawyer
involved employment at:
 the Ministry of
Indigenous Affairs as a
special projects
coordinator; a policy
analyst at Ontario Works;
and Justinet.  
 

 He has family in
Winnipeg and
reconnected with a cousin
in Kenora. He is keen to
begin work as a criminal
lawyer.  Stephen is also a
stage actor, playing
various Shakespearian
characters at Bard in the
Park for 6 years- once as
Shylock.  

New Associate at  
Dale Legal 



On my fifth phone call to Trip.com (Day 9 - Tuesday, August 20th) I spoke with Colin who seemed to grasp
the situation and was aware of what had to be done.  Colin asked for two days to sort it all out.  I did not

send any further emails until Day 11 - Thursday, August 22.  As I had heard nothing, I sent the same email
to several of the Trip.com agents. 

Day Eleven - Trip.com emails: 1.  I can see that my colleague has requested for the relevant department to
contact the airline to get your flight sorted out. I can see that they are in touch with the ticket office and

are trying to finalise this for you.   
2. We are still checking your flight status with ticket office.  3.  I would like to apologise for the delay. I can

see that an investigation is currently ongoing. 4.  I would also like to inform you that I have sent the
colleagues who are working on your case an urgent message.  5. We are still checking your flight status

with ticket office.  
 

On paper, it seems so trivial.  I could buy another ticket, but prices from Paris to Toronto were around
$3,500 at both Air Canada and Air France.  A travel agent at CAA helped calm me down.  She advised that

she could get me a ticket for about $675.  So, I would be out about $1,000, as I did not think I would get any
money back from Trip.com.  She said that they would have to refund my money if I cancelled, but I said

that they had a legal obligation to transfer my ticket and not leave me stranded, yet here we were.     
Trip.com never did get beyond “checking my flight status,” or “working on my case.”  I began to realize that
this was the extent of what they would do.  I am eternally grateful to the West Jet agent that went that extra

mile and helped me solve my problem so that I did get transferred to the Air France flight.   
I will not be booking with Trip.com for anything, ever.  And maybe I should consider a reliable travel

agency, such as CAA who have to be licensed to operate in Canada.  So, lesson learned.   
 

Trip .com continued from previous page

Sunset on the first full day of autumn, as 
seen from the lLaw Library window.

Warm water and cooler air makes for a misty 
morning. This boater doesn't seem to mind.



Articling Students 

Nicole Fernandes is an articling student with Legal Aid Ontario in Kenora. She was 
born and raised in Muscat, Oman and has lived in Toronto since immigrating to 
Canada with her family at age 14. 
Nicole is an avid traveller and attended law school at the University of Nottingham in 
the United Kingdom. While at law school, Nicole was involved with various human 
rights groups including the Pro Bono Society and the Howard League for Penal 
Reform as well as being a peer mentor for the school of law. Prior to law school, 
Nicole obtained a Bachelor of Arts with distinction from York University in Toronto, 
double majoring in criminology and psychology. 
In her spare time, Nicole enjoys travelling, reading, hiking and baking. Highlights of 
her travels include backpacking across Europe, scuba diving in the Great Barrier Reef, 
hiking in the Grand Canyon and road-tripping around Iceland. She is excited to work 
at Legal Aid Ontario and looks forward to taking advantage of all the outdoor activities 
the Kenora area has to offer. Nicole Fernandes is articling at 

the Legal Aid Office in Kenora.

Laura is an articling student at Hook, Seller & Lundin, LLP. Prior to joining the firm, 
Laura received her Juris Doctor from the Schulich School of Law at Dalhousie 
University, where she specialized and received a Certificate in Health Law and Policy. 
While at law school, Laura spent her years heavily involved in Pro-Bono Dalhousie, 
where she was the founder and coordinator for the High School Cooperative 
Education Program. She was also an avid member of Community Outreach, 
fundraising for local charities in Atlantic Canada. During her summers, Laura worked 
at Brenda Leigh Bell Law Office in Dryden, Ontario. 
 
Before law school, Laura attended the University of Western Ontario where she earned 
a Bachelor of Health Sciences. Laura is from Dryden, Ontario, and is eager to begin her 
legal career back in Northwestern Ontario at Hook, Seller & Lundin, LLP after 
spending her education years afar. In her spare time, Laura enjoys being physically 
active, and spending time with friends and family.  Laura loves being involved in her 
community, and has always been drawn to the small town community spirit here in 
Kenora. She is excited to be a member of the Kenora community, and looks forward to 
her future involvement in the area. 

Laura Wheatley

Nicole Fernandes

Laura Wheatley is articling at 
Hook Seller Lundin LLP.

Simeon Bobay is articling at 
Vermeer Law Office in Dryden.

Simeon Bobay is an articling student with Vermeer Law Office in Dryden. He was born 
and raised in the Dryden area, and spent every summer before and during law school 
working in the Dryden community. 
 
Simeon attended law school at the University of Manitoba, during which he advocated 
for a more practice-focused approach to legal education. His practical view of 
education also motivated him to take only two years of Undergraduate courses prior to 
law school, as opposed to a full Bachelor’s degree. His Undergraduate studies focused 
on Philosophy, Psychology, and Sociology. 
 
In his spare time, Simeon is an avid pianist and hobby-composer of piano solos. He 
enjoys strategy-based games such as chess and scrabble, but also appreciates many 
outdoor activities, especially baseball and volleyball, and skiing during the winter 
months. 
 
Simeon is excited to be articling in his home-town, and he looks forward to serving 
Northwestern Ontario as a member of the legal community. 

Simeon Bobay
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New Books 
Accident Benefits Guide (McLeish, Orlando, Brown) 
Canadian Legislation for Intellectual Property 2020 
CPP Disability Pension Guide (Lloy) 2nd ed. 
Defending Drinking, Drugs and Driving Cases 2019 (Gold) 
Directors’ Duties in Canada ( Reiter) 6th ed. 
The LAT Handbook: Dispute Resolution for Accident Benefits
(McLeish, Orlando, Brown) 
Law, Liberty, and the Canadian Constitution: a Freedom Centred View
(Soupcoff, ed.) 
Law of Charitable and Not-for-Profit Organizations (Bourgeois) 5th
ed 
The Law of Employee Monitoring in Canada (Bueckert & Michaluk)
2nd ed. 
Legal Responsibilities of Real Estate Agents (Bocksa & Rumack) 4th
ed. 
Managing Domestic Violence: a Practical Handbook for Family
Lawyers 
Misrepresentation (MacDougall) 
Ontario Estate Administration (Rintoul) 8th ed, 
Ontario Superior Court Practice 2020 (Archibald & Sugunasiri) 
Practitioner’s Guide to Estate Practice in Ontario (Rintoul) 7th ed. 
 
New CPD Binders 
 
Practice Gems: Administration of Estates 2019 
Practice Gems: Probate Essentials 2019 
The Six-Minute Employment Lawyer 2019 
The Six-Minute Labour Lawyer 2019 

Recent Library Acquisitions 

A View From My Window

The first full day of fall: looking good so far


