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Audio court has been in full force in our region since March 2020, when courtrooms closed

their doors to accused, lawyers, and the public. Although audio court is

nothing new to anyone who has experienced a cancellation of a Northern court,

somehow having to do every single court this way has been a special experience.

Now that we are starting to use video at our base courts (which I am sure will come with

all sorts of new fun), it seems like a perfect time to reflect on our past seven months of audio

court. 

Things I will not miss about audio court:

·     Static and feedback;

·      Lawyers constantly talking over each other;

·      Accidentally interrupting the judge;

·      Not being able to see the judge’s reaction to your submissions and having to hope they are

not completely bored or worse;

·       Not being able to give your client “the look” when they start talking;

·       Panicking when it is 3 minutes past when court is supposed to start and you 

have not been connected yet and you start doubting whether you  have entered the correct

number in even though you have used the exact same number and passcode so many times

you have it memorized.

 

Things I might miss about audio court:

·        Not being visible, meaning you are free to drink coffee, make funny faces, or wear pajamas;

·         No one can see or comment on how much practicing law in the pandemic has aged you;

·        The mute button – as long as you remember to use it.  Bonus: things we

can look forward to continuing with video court:

·        “Sorry, I was on mute”

·         Lack of bathroom breaks

 

As we move into the Zoom-court era, please remember pants are no longer optional, or at least

not if you ever plan on standing up.Bay.

Audio Court Review...1 out of 5 stars
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Message from the President

Please be advised that the KDLA Executive

has made the decision to not host a semi-annual meeting this year.

Due to the pandemic, the only responsible option would have been to

hold the meeting by Zoom, and we assume everyone has had enough

Zoom meetings. We certainly have. 

As everyone has likely heard, the OCJ vacancy in Sioux Lookout has

been filled by Justice Jana-Rae Dewson. As a result, Justice Cleghorn

will be transferring to Brampton in November 2020. 

We wish them both well in their new roles.

Please note that the KDLA

library is not to be used for audio or video court

appearances. Please respect that this is a workplace for Maria.

You can make use of the Lawyers’ Lounge if you do not have an

office, vehicle, or closet to use for your attendance.

Thank you.

 Teanna Sheridan

Teanna Sheridan 
McAuley & Partners
President of KDLA

N E W  A T  T H E  L E G A L  C L I N I C

Introducing Erin O'Hara

The Northwest Community Legal Clinic is pleased to
announce that Erin O’Hara has joined the Legal Clinic as a Staff Lawyer in
Kenora.  Having grown up in Kenora, Erin moved back to the region this
summer to join our team.  Erin holds a bachelor’s degree in English and
Political Science from York University and a master’s degree in Social and
Political Sciences from the University of Cambridge.  After graduating
from the University of Ottawa Faculty of Law, she was called to the
Ontario Bar in 2010.  
 
With offices in Kenora, Fort Frances, and Atikokan, the
Northwest Community Legal Clinic provides free legal services to low-
income residents of the Kenora and Rainy River Districts.  Our areas of
expertise include income assistance/benefits applications and appeals,
residential tenancy matters, employment law, WSIB claims and appeals,
and debt/consumer rights issues.  We also assist low-income clients in
securing birth certificates, status cards, and other identity documents.

Erin O'Hara has joined the
Northwest Community Legal

Clinic in Kenora.



On Thursday, July 23, 2020, members of the KDLA met

for a Zoom meeting in conjunction with the Women’s Law Association of

Ontario.  Joined by WLAO President, Jackie Stevens and Vice President,

Jennifer Gold, attendees heard from speaker Lai-King Hum, Discrimination and

Harassment Counsel with the Law Society of Ontario, about the services they

offer to those facing issues involving lawyers.  In addition, the

attendees had a roundtable discussion regarding challenges faced during COVID

19, working from home, work/life balance and whether anyone would miss the

“handshake” introduction!  As future events are planned, if you are

interested in being included in any email invites, please contact Cheryl Siran

at csiran@hsllaw.ca. 

This is open to all female practitioners and students in the District.

 Thanks to all who attended to make for such a fun event!

Women's Law Association Roundtable

Several of KDLA's lawyers took part in a roundtable
discussion with members of the WLAO executive and

guest speakers.



Samantha Campbell is an articling student with McAuley & Partners in
Dryden. She was born and raised in Winnipeg, Manitoba, where she
attended both the University of Winnipeg and the University of
Manitoba. While attending the University of Manitoba for her law
degree, she was involved with various student volunteer organizations,
such as the Legal Help Centre of Winnipeg and A Woman’s Place.
Outside of school, she is also a volunteer with the Open Circle inmate
visitation program at Stony Mountain Institution.
Her Undergraduate studies were in anthropology and archaeology. In her
spare time, Samantha enjoys fishing in both Manitoba and Ontario,
hiking with friends through trails, and spending time with family.
Samantha is excited to be articling in a new province, and she looks
forward to serving Northwestern Ontario as a member of the legal
community.

Mr. Tuy grew up in the Philippines and immigrated to Ontario in 2010.
And, after completing his philosophy degree at York University, he
obtained his law degree at the Robson Hall Faculty of Law at University
of Manitoba. He entered law school with the intention of pursuing
an environmental law practice. However, Mr. Tuy quickly discovered his
love and passion for private law, particularly that of the law of contracts,
tort law, and property law. And so, he now intends to pursue a practice
primarily focusing on these areas of law. 
Mr. Tuy is excited to join McAuley & Partners as a Student-at-Law and is
thrilled to be mentored by its great lawyers, while discovering the beauty
of Northwest Ontario. 
In his free time, Mr. Tuy enjoys fishing, hiking, kayaking, and camping.
He also enjoys cooking, baking, photography and, of course, he is an avid
Toronto Raptors fan! 
Mr. Tuy is looking forward to getting to know his community more
through volunteerism and community outreach.

McAuley & Partners  Welcome
New Articling Students

Samantha Campbell, Student-at-Law

Ronald Tuy, Student-at-Law

Samantha Campbell

Ronald Tuy



KIRSI RALKO
C E R T I F I E D  F A M I L Y  M E D I A T O R

Kirs i  Ralko,  Barr ister  & Sol ic itor  is  excited to  announce that

she has obtained her  Cert if icate in  Fami ly  Mediat ion from

York University .

 Fami ly  law has been the pr imary  focus of  K i rs i 's  pract ice

since her  Cal l  to  the Bar  in  2016 .    She is  p leased to  be able

to offer  a  new,  non- l i t igat ion opt ion to  c l ients in  Kenora

and Dryden.

 

K i rs i  is  registered as an Associate member  of  the Ontar io

Associat ion for  Fami ly  Mediat ion,  and wi l l  be  complet ing

her  internship  hours with  Mediat ion North in  order  to  obtain

her  Accredited Fami ly  Mediator  (AccFM) designat ion.

 

I f  you have fami ly  law c l ients who are  interested in

mediat ion services,  p lease contact  K i rs i  at  807 -464 -0687

or  kra lko@kenorafami ly law.com.

A View from My Window

I often see OPP boats coming and going from the dock beside the
courthouse.  This is the first time I have seen one with RCMP

markings.

Kirsi Ralko has obtained her
certificate in Family

Mediation

http://kenorafamilylaw.com/


Changes at the
Kenora Courthouse

BY LIBRARY STAFF

if you haven't been to the Kenora Courthouse lately, you

will probably notice a few changes on your next visit.

All entrances have been locked, except for the north

entrance on the second floor.  You are to enter the

building here, and use the door facing Memorial Park to

exit. This is to encourage one-way traffic through the

building. 

Once inside, you will encounter our screening desk where

the attendant will check that you are wearing a mask, and

have you fill out a screening form.  Alternatively, you can

use the courthouse screening app on your smart phone  

https://covid-19.ontario.ca/courthouse-screening/.  

You are encouraged to make use of the hand sanitizer

dispensers located in many areas of the building

Follow the social distancing dots to ensure you don't get

too close to anyone.  (Hunourous aside: I have seen

courthouse staff attempting hopscotch from dot to dot. 

 Others have used  the dots as slalom markers)

Signs are posted to indicate where you may and may not

sit while waiting for your appearance.

Occupancy maximums are posted on most of the

courtrooms and offices.

The Law Library looks pretty much the same, except for

the elimination of some chairs, and a slight repositioning

of the desk by the coatrack.  Masks may be removed in

the library while you are seated at a workstation or table,

but should be worn if you are moving around, or among

the bookshelves.

You may not sit here

You may sit here

Complete screening here

Enter Here

There is hand sanitizer 
everywhere

Keep a safe distance

https://covid-19.ontario.ca/courthouse-screening/
https://covid-19.ontario.ca/courthouse-screening/
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2020 Annotated Bankruptcy & Insolvency Act (Houlden, Morawetz & Sarra)
The 2020 Annotated Ontario Provincial Offences Act (Segal & Libman)
Canada Business Corporations Act and Commentary (Fasken) 2020/2021
Canadian Family Law (Payne & Payne) 8th ed.
The Canadian Justice System: an overview (Atkinson & Atkinson) 5th ed
Canadian Legislation on Intellectual Property 2021 ed.
Civil Litigation  (Olivo & Kelly) 4th ed.
2020 Conduct of Lien, Trust & Adjudication Proceedings (Glaholt)
Consolidated Ontario Family Law Statutes & Regulations 2020/2021 (Siegel)
Debtor-creditor Law and Procedure (Olivo & Gonsalves) 5th ed.
Defending Drinking, Drugs and Driving Cases 2020 (Gold)
Education Statutes and Regulations of Ontario 2021 ed.
Fundamentals of Contract Law (Olivo & Fitzgerald) 3rd ed.
Guide to Consent and Capacity Law in Ontario 2021 (Holtz & Szigeti)
A Guide to Mental Disorder Law in Canadian Criminal Justice (Davies et al)
Guide to the Youth Criminal Justice Act 2020/2021 (Tustin & Lutes)
Introduction to the Canadian Law of Torts (Chamberlain & Pitel, eds) 4th ed
The Law of Civil Procedure in Ontario (Perell & Morden) 4th ed.
The Law of Evidence (Paciocco, Paciocco & Stuesser) 8th ed.
The Law of Unincorporated Associations in Canada (Aylward)
Lawyers’ Professional Liability (Grant, Rotstein, Adair) 4th ed.
2020 Occupational Health and Safety Act with Regulations for Ontario
Ontario Business Corporations Act and Commentary (Fasken) 2020/2021
Ontario Courtroom Procedure (Fuerst, Sanderson & Firestone) 5th ed.
Ontario Litigator’s Pocket Reference 2021 (Nishisato)
The Ontario Personal Property Security Act: Commentary and Analysis
(Ziegel et al) 3rd ed.
Practical Guide to the Charter: Section 10(b) (Gold et al)
The Practitioner’s Ontario Criminal Practice 2020 (Gold & Lacy)
Prosecuting and Defending Extradition Cases (Weinstein & Dennison)
Prosecuting and Defending Sexual Offence Cases (Brown & Witkin) 2nd ed.
Sentencing in Canada: essays in law, policy, & practice (Cole & Roberts, eds.)
Stare Decisis, the Charter and the Rule of Law in the Supreme Court of
Canada (David)
Stewart & Moffat on Provincial Offences Procedures in Ontario 4th ed.
2021 Tremeear’s Criminal Code Watt & Fuerst)
Watson & McGowan’s Ontario Civil Practice 2021

Recent Library Acquisitions

LIBRARY


