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    Thank you to everyone who attended our KDLA Christmas event on December

3rd. It was an unbelievable turnout and it was so nice to see everyone and meet

our new members (there are many!). 

We have yet to solidify the date and location for our AGM, but it will more than

likely be at the end of February. Fingers crossed we will be able to gather in

person by then!

As always, please reach out to the Executive with any comments, questions and

concerns. We would like to wish all of our members a happy holidays and we look

forward to seeing everyone in the new year!

Message from KDLA President
by Phaedra Olinyk

Phaedra Olinyk 
Hook Seller & Lundin LLP

President of KDLA



 

 
One of the first textbooks I was assigned in law school outlined the various types of legal
work and the career paths available to those pursuing the field.While most of my cohort

talked about Bay Street firms, in-house counsel, and positions in the judiciary, a line down at
the bottom caught my eye. In true Australian fashion, they referred to the ‘bush lawyer’.

The entry described the incredible amounts of experience that could be gained quickly, the
ability to help one’s community, and the career satisfaction reported by those practitioners. I
immediately conjured up images of Indiana Jones, stepping off a float plane with a bullwhip
in one hand and a briefcase in the other. I recalled my summers growing up in Kenora and a

seed was planted.
Now that I am well into my articles in Kenora, that romanticized idea has gone out the

window. I do not own a bullwhip. Rather, I’m finding that the ‘bush lawyer’ experience is
much more akin to the 90’s series Northern Exposure. Within a week, I was startled while

sitting in my back yard by a bear; changed into a suit on the side of a dirt road; and saw a
golf cart unwittingly jump a creek at the firm’s annual golf trip.

Not to mention that the law of Kenora is much different from that taught in schools.Here, a
‘formal written contract’ indicates one penned on the back of a Hap’s napkin in ’95; ‘vacant

land’ can contain up to two trailers and one hand-built cabin; and client meetings may
include gutting fish.

But I now count myself as the luckiest among my fellow graduates. They tell me how many
hours they spend in the basements of a huge firms, reviewing the same type of document

every waking hour. The associates do not know their names, let alone the partners. 
Meanwhile, in Kenora, I have gotten real hands-on experience in multiple fields of law and
appeared in court, even if just to request an adjournment. I can even see the lake from my
desk. And despite Covid restricting socialization, the law community has been warm and

welcoming all around town. There is a sense of comradery that I dare say isn’t present in the
major urban centers where cutthroat competition is how people interact.

While practice in the region has its challenges, everyone in this association knows that those
obstacles are part of what makes practicing in the area so rewarding.

 

Law Library and
Courthouse

Holiday Hours
The Law Library will be
unstaffed from Dec 22

until January 4.
 

The Kenora Courthouse
will be closed December 27

and 28 (in lieu of
Christmas and Boxing

Day) and on January 3 (in
Lieu of New year's Day),

otherwise open for counter
service from 9:00 - 11:00,

and from 2:00-4:00.
See you all next year!

Northwestern Exposure
By Ian Del Bigio                  Hook Seller & Lundin LLP

Holiday Greetings
The Executive and Staff of

the Kenora Law Association
wish  everyone a happy 
and safe holiday season.

We look forward to seeing
you all in the New Year.



A View from My Window

Long shadows on the shortest day of the year.
Winter Solstice:  The view from my window at 9:58 AM, Dec 21, 2021, the

exact moment the sun appeared directly over the Tropic of Capricorn,
signifying the official start of winter in the Northern Hemisphere.  

Please remember that the KDLA

library should not be used for audio or video court

appearances.  You are welcome to use the Lawyers’ Lounge if

necessary.

 

 

A few pictures from KDLA's
Christmas get-together.  Many
thanks to Pace Law Firm for

sponsoring the event.

 
A bit hard to see, but there is an eagle sitting on the ice in front of

the courthouse.  Boozhoo Migisi.
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BOOKS
2022 Annotated Customs Act
Annotated Ontario Consumer Protection Act (Abudulai) 2022 ed.
Annotated Ontario Securities Legislation (McCarthy Tetrault) 55th ed
Canada’s Cannabis Act: Annotation & Commentary (Bennett et. al.) 2021/2022 ed.
Canadian Immigration and Refugee Law for Legal Professionals (Fournier-Ruggles) 5th
ed.
Canadian Tort Law in a Nutshell (Kerr, Kurtz, Olivo) 5th ed.
Cannabis Law: the legislative framework 2021 (MacFarlane et al) 
CFE Tax: a guide to understanding the basics of Canadian income tax (Fleming) 7th ed.
Challenging the Validity of Wills (Hull & Popvic-Montaqg)
The Charter of Rights and Freedoms (Sharpe & Roach) 7th ed.
Contemporary Canadian Insurance Law (Thomas & Trevethan)
Courts, Litigants, and the Digital Age: Law, Ethics, & Practice (Eltis) 2nd ed.
The Doctrine of Res Judicata in Canada (Lange) 5th ed.
Family Class Sponsorship in Canadian Immigration Law (Battista & Smith)
Family Law Arbitration in Canada (Wilton & Joseph) 4th ed.
Impaired Driving in Canada (Kenkel) 6th ed.
Impaired Driving in Canada: the Charter Cases (Kenkel) 4th ed.
An Introduction to the Canadian Law of Restitution and Unjust Enrichment
Investment Canada Act: Commentary & Annotation (Facey, MacDonald et. al.) 2022 ed.
Lawyers’ Ethics and Professional Regulation (Woolley et. al.) 4th ed.
Legal Ethics (Orkin) 2nd ed.
McLeod’s Ontario Family Law Rules Annotated (Madsen et. al.) 2020-2021
Modern First Nations Legislation, Annotated (Beynon et. al.) 2022 ed.
Ontario Family Law Practice 2022 (Coats et al)
Ontario Landlord and Tenant Law Practice 2022 (Fleming)
Ontario Municipal Act & Commentary 2022 (Mascarin & Williams)
Ontario Small Claims Court Practice 2022 (Zuker & Winny)
Ontario Superior Court Practice 2022 (Archiblad & Sugunasiri)
Oosterhoff on Wills (Oosterhoff et. al.) 9th ed.
The Privacy Officer’s Guide to the Personal Information Protection & Electronic
Documents Act (Banks) 2022 ed.
Regulatory Law and Practice (Salembier) 3rd ed.
Waters’ Law of Trusts in Canada (Waters, Gillen, Smith) 5th ed.
Wealth Planning Strategies for Canadians 2022 (van Cauwenberghe)

NEW CLE 
From LSO
Commercial Real Estate Transactions 2021
22nd Employment Law Summit
24th Estates and Trusts Summit
4th Motor Vehicle Litigation Summit
Practice Gems: Administration of Estates 2021

Recent Library Acquisitions

LIBRARY


